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Sierra-Cascade Land Trusts work
together to conserve a million acres

In 2022 California passed the most
substantial land conservation initiative in
its history, with a goal to protect 30% of
the lands and waters of California by
2030. As the primary drivers of private
land protection in California, Land Trusts
are critically important to meet our State’s
conservation goals. Land Trusts protect
vulnerable properties from land
conversion, conserve wildlife corridors,
build and maintain public trails, and
partner with diverse stakeholders to
create a more resilient California.

The Sierra Cascade Land Trust Council
(SCLTC), a regional nonprofit comprised
of 20 Member Land Trusts and whose
board is made up mostly of the Executive
Directors from these organizations, was
created to raise the voice and impact of
Land Trusts in the Sierra-Cascade Region.
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SCLTC responded to the 30x30 initiative
by creating a Strategic Conservation
Action Plan, funded by the Sierra Nevada
Conservancy. With a history of
collaboration and successful projects,
SCLTC's strategic priorities and goals are
ambitious but necessary to meet this new
era of conservation.

Strategic Land Protection Success

To date, 860,640 acres have been
conserved by SCLTC members through the
purchase of land and establishment of
conservation easements with willing
landowners. Collectively, the groups are
on track to reach 1,000,000 by 2025.
SCLTC members prioritize conservation of
lands that provide many benefits,
including water quality, wildlife habitat
and connectivity, local agriculture, carbon
sequestration, and public recreation.
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Engagement with Tribal Partners
Returning ancestral lands back to tribes
(also known as LandBack) offers an
exciting growth edge for land trusts.
SCLTC's 2023 member survey revealed 18
of the 20 members were consulting,
connecting, and engaged on some level
with their local Tribes and Indigenous-led
organizations. Nine members have either
completed and/or are currently engaged
in LandBack projects where land transfer
to a Tribe/Tribal nonprofit is the end goal.

LandBack projects alone do not repair
California’s disasterous past. SCLTC
members are commited to learning,
listening, and partnering over the long-
haul in their local communities.

Shared Capacity Challenges

While the Land Trusts of the Sierra-
Cascade are resilient and hardworking,
the majority of SCLTC members struggle
with capacity issues from staffing and
rising operational costs. The outlook for
conservation and natural resource funding
in the 2024-2025 State Budget looks
more tentative than in recent years.

SCLTC provides capacity support to its
Members by providing a forum for
member land trusts to share resources,
strategies, and build on local successes-
and helps advocate for funding for the
mostly rural region at the state and
national levels. This network approach is
resourceful and strengthens conservation
in the Sierra-Cascade.

“Having a collaborative group of Land
Trust leaders to learn from and lean on is
invaluable, especially as funding sources
ebb and flow. Land Trusts play very unique
roles in their communities. Each project
leaves a lasting legacy. Whether it's prime
agricultural land saved from subdivision or
a new public nature trail, the projects
change our communities, forever. | hope
that everyone reading this learns who
their local Land Trust is and gets involved!”
Erin Tarr, SCLTC Board President & Bear

Yuba Land Trust Executive Director.
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Erin Tarr

+(530) 272-5994 x 205
ErineBYLT.org
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https://www.google.com/search?q=bear+yuba+land+trust&rlz=1C1CHBD_enUS729US731&oq=bear+yuba+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyDQgBEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQyBwgCEAAYgAQyBwgDEAAYgAQyCggEEEUYFhgeGDkyCAgFEAAYFhgeMggIBhAAGBYYHjIICAcQABgWGB4yCAgIEAAYFhgeMggICRAAGBYYHtIBCDMyMDZqMGo3qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#

